Case Western Reserve University
School of Law Scholarly Commons
Center for Professional Ethics

Law School Publications

Newsletter: The Center for Professional Ethics,
Winter 1994
Case Western Reserve University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.law.case.edu/professional_ethics
Part of the Applied Ethics Commons, Bioethics and Medical Ethics Commons, Business Law,
Public Responsibility, and Ethics Commons, and the Ethics and Political Philosophy Commons
Scholarly Commons Citation
Case Western Reserve University, "Newsletter: The Center for Professional Ethics, Winter 1994."
https://scholarlycommons.law.case.edu/professional_ethics/44

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Law School Publications at Case Western Reserve University School of Law Scholarly
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Center for Professional Ethics by an authorized administrator of Case Western Reserve University
School of Law Scholarly Commons.

the

Plrofessionol
Ethics

NEWSLETTER

ot Cos* 'Western Reserve University

WINTER 1994
DIRECTOR’S CORNER

by Robert P. Lawry

Quiz Show, the new Robert Redford movie is a critical success,
an Oscar nominee for sure.
However, it is not doing well at the
box office.
Why is that?
First of all, the movie is about a fallen hero and about
universal greed.
In the modern world, these are not particularly
attractive themes, because we do not believe in heroes anymore, and
we do not want to be reminded that greed is a vice and as catchable
as the common cold.
More promising an explanation may lie in the fact that Quiz
Show is also about two other moral issues: the quest for fame and
dishonesty.
John Milton called the desire for fame, "the last
infirmity of the noble mind."
Perhaps.
Surely the fallen hero,
Charles Van Doren, qualifies as a noble man in the ordinary
understanding of that phrase. He was decent, gifted, of good stock
(his father was a greatly respected poet and teacher) , and his fall
from grace is, thus, truly perceived as a fall from a position of
moral superiority.
Of course, these themes (nobility and moral
superiority) are not only undemocratic but are distinctly out of
fashion.
What did Van Doren do? He appeared week after week on a quiz
show,
exhibiting an apparently phenomenal ability to answer
intricate and difficult questions over a range of subjects.
The
problem was:
he was given the answers in advance.
So he was
dishonest; but, of course, so were the t.v. producers, the
commercial sponsors and the network officials who participated in
the fraud. The rampant dishonesty of most people involved in this
scandal probably has little effect on the public.
Dishonesty now
has the boringness of the commonplace.
The modern analogue is
perhaps the computer whizzes who blithely use copyrighted programs
illegally, agreeing it is wrong, but shrugging their shoulders at
the relevance of that moral word. Wrong? So what?

Of course, dishonesty and greed have sometimes been elevated
in modern society to the level of virtue, so, these subjects too
have a certain superficial attractiveness.
"Greed is good," says
the Michael Douglas character in the 1985 movie. Wall Street. And
too many Americans perceived no irony in Oliver North's wellfinanced run for a Senate seat, he, who admittedly lied to the
Congress he sought to join. But I will not dwell for the moment on
the phenomena of turning vice into virtues.
Rather, I want to
return to the theme I mentioned at the beginning of this column:
the hero.
One hopeful sign of a countervailing force to society's moral
drift is the highly successful run of To Kill A Mockingbird at the
Cleveland Playhouse. For a change, a lawyer, Atticus Finch, is the
hero of the story, and a hero in the old-fashioned sense.
He is
honest,
loving, brave, dedicated, strong, competent.
He is
respected., He respects others.
He is a gentleman.
I do not know why this fictional lawyer, who practiced law in
a small Alabama town, continues to stir us.
Harper Lee published
the Pulitzer Prize winning novel in 1960. Two years later Gregory
Peck won an Oscar for his portrayal of Atticus in the film version
of the story.
The stage version, first produced in 1969, is
enjoying a remarkable revival, at least in Cleveland.
During its
recent run, every performance was sold out.
In the legal ethics literature, Atticus Finch attracts much
attention too.
I also have no good explanation for this apparent
anomaly.
For legal ethics is generally taught as "quandary
ethics," ie., as an exploration of a complex situation regarding a
choice between competing principles.
In contrast, the story of
Atticus Finch is not generally understood as dealing with ethical
dilemmas.
It is simply about an honest man, a courageous man, a
man of integrity, who could not "live one way in town and another
way in my home."
The story is simply told.
Atticus is appointed by the court
to defend Tom Robinson, a black man, who is charged with raping a
white woman, Mayella Ewell. The truth is that Mayella attempted to
seduce Robinson and was rebuffed.
Mayella's father saw the two
together, understood what his daughter was up to, and beat her
savagely.
The action takes place in the deep south in 1935.
So
Atticus shows moral courage, not only in accepting this assigned
case, but in trying it vigorously, and with the object that truth
will be told.
Atticus loses the case.
The jury convicts Tom
Robinson.
The courageous hero is defeated, but the defeat is not
classically tragic - at least for the hero.
So the explanation
that we still love to see the tragic flaw "do in" the hero, will
not explain why Atticus Finch is still an admired hero in our
modern, cynical world.
I think the real reason for the persistent attraction of
Atticus Finch is that he is that rarest of rare modern heroes, an
admirable father.
Bill Cosby has said that his desire to put a

positive father figure on t.v. screens was one of the strong
motivating factors in creating Cliff Huxtable, head of a t.v.
family America simply adored for many years.
In his relationship
with his two children, Jem and Scout, Atticus displayed the same
passion for truth that he displayed in the courtroom. Moveover, he
was always teaching his children the moral lessons he wanted them
to learn and to live by.
These were the same ones he lived by.
Memorable in this respect is a,conversation between Atticus and his
eight year old daughter. Scout, on the eve of the trial:
'•[T]here's some high talk around town to the effect that
I shouldn't do too much about defending this man."
"If you shouldn't be defendin'
doin' it?"

him,

then why are you

"For a number of reasons," said Atticus.
"The main one
is, if I didn't I couldn't hold up my head in town, I
couldn't represent this county in the legislature, I
couldn't even tell you or Jem not to do something again."
"You mean if you didn't defend that man,
wouldn't have to mind you any more?"

Jem and me

"That's about right."
"Why?"
"Because I could never ask you to mind me again ...

."

"Atticus, are we going to win it?"
"No, honey."
That colloquy epitomizes Atticus Finch and his relationship
with his children. It is truthful, loving, and both displays as it
asserts his cardinal rule:
"I can't live one way in town and
another in my home."
Maybe our love for Atticus comes down to our least cynical
love: the one we have for children. I think this was Harper Lee's
position too; for the epigram she chose for placement at the
beginning of To Kill A Mockingbird is from Charles Lamb.
As a
lawyer and parent, I rather like it too.
It is this:
"Lawyers, I
suppose, were children once."
Atticus Finch is one of my heroes.
Still, there is much to
learn about the moral life in seeing how a corrupt world can seduce
even a decent man.
By all means, read or re-read To Kill A
Mockingbird.
But see Quiz Show too.

CARTER LECTURE A SUCCESS
On November 3, 1994, the CWRU community was honored by a visit
from Yale Law Professor, Stephen L. Carter.
Professor Carter
addressed an enthusiastic crowd of about 140 people in the Ballroom
of Thwing Center, where he delivered the Second Annual Robert W.
Clarke Memorial Lecture.
Professor Carter, who is also the
accomplished author of three books and numerous articles, delivered
an inspirational presentation that earned him a standing ovation at
the evening's conclusion.
His speech was based upon his second
book titled, "The Culture of Disbelief: How American Law and
Politics Trivialize Religious Devotion."
Professor Carter's
viewpoint was articulated through the use of stories, factual
information and light-hearted humor that left you wanting to hear
more. Overall, the evening was a great success and a large part of
that success was simply the presence of Stephen L. Carter.
Earlier in the day. Professor Carter spoke to a large
gathering at St. Paul's Episcopal Church; and he also spent an hour
in the afternoon at the CWRU School of Law, where he engaged law
students in a provocative give-and-take session.
Everywhere his
audiences
responded
enthusiastically
to
Professor
Carter's
intelligence, wit and passion.
Stephen Carter's visit to Cleveland was co-sponsored by the
CPE and the University Christian Movement. Additional support was
provided by the Cleveland Bar Association, the Cleveland Ecumenical
Institute for Religious Studies, the Mohr Lecture Fund of St.
Paul's Church of Cleveland Heights and John Carroll University.
The Robert W. Clarke Memorial Lecture honors the memory of the
co-founder and first director of the CPE, who also directed the
University Christian Movement for thirty years.

SAVE THE DATES
The Ethics Dialogue Luncheon Series, sponsored by the CPE, has
tentatively reserved 3 dates to get the Spring semester started.
The dates are: February 2nd, March 23rd and April 13, 1995. Guest
speakers and lecture topics will be advertised at a later date.
Also plans are moving forward to celebrate the second annual
Ethics Day at CWRU. February 23, 1995 is the date. The theme will
be Computer Ethics and Privacy in America.
The program is being
put together under the leadership of Professor Paul Stephan of the
Computer Engineering and Science Department.
Stay tuned for
details.

NEWS & NOTES
Local;
The
Center
for
Literature,
Medicine and the Health Care
Professions
announces
its
fourth
annual
seminar
in
narrative bioethics to be held
from July 29-August 5, 95 at
Hiram College,
Hiram,
Ohio.
The seminar will consist of
using stories, novels, poems,
plays, biographies and medical
cases as starting points for
moral interpretation in the
bioethical field.
Enrollment
will be limited.
Participants
from
both
health
care
and
humanities,
preferred
with
training in both areas, are
encouraged to attend. Cost for
the seminar, including readings
and room and board will be
$900.
Application deadline is
March 30, 1995.
Acceptance
notification will be made by
April 30. For more information
call (216) 569-5380.
*

*

scheduled in Tampa, Florida.
This event will explore the
range of ethical issues and
concerns experienced by public
affairs
and
administration
graduate programs throughout
the U.S.
Direct any questions
to Donald C. Menzel, Dept, of
Government and International
Affairs, University of South
Florida, Tampa, FL 33620-8100;
(904) 644-7605.
*

*

*

The Kennedy Institute of Ethics
at
Georgetown
University,
Washington, DC has scheduled an
advanced
Bioethics
course
titled "Feminist Perspectives
on Bioethics" for March 4-March
8, 1995 on their campus.
This
course will explore how various
issues in bioethics might be
viewed differently from the
feminist
perspective.
Continuing
education
credit
will be available. For more
information contact Georgetown
University at (202) 625-3269.

*
*

Ronald
M.
Green,
Ph.D.,
Director of the Institute for
the
Study
of
Applied
and
Professional
Ethics
at
Dartmouth
College,
will
be
giving a lecture on April 3,
1995
at
Cleveland-Marshall
College of Law. His topic will
be "Toward a Parent Centered
Genetic
Ethic."
For
more
information
contact
the
Cleveland-Marshall College of
Law at (216) 687-2312.
Out of State;
On
February
2-4,
1995
a
national symposium on "Ethics
and
Values
in
the
Public
Administration Academy" is

*

*

The American Federation for
Clinical Research Foundation
announces The Nellie Westerman
Prize
in
Clinical
Research
Ethics annual competition. The
purpose of this contest is to
encourage creative approaches
to analyzing and potentially
resolving ethical problems in
research involving humans as
subjects.
Author(s) of the
outstanding
paper
will
be
awarded a prize of $2500 and
possible publication of their
manuscript in the JOURNAL OF
INVESTIGATIVE MEDICINE. The 20
page paper must be submitted by
January
20,
1995.
For
additional
information
call
(609) 853-9129.
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Center for Professional Ethics
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City____________________ State______________ Zip_________
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Phone_________________________ School__________________
General Membership $25______

Student Membership $5___

Please make checks payable to Case Western Reserve University.
Mail to: Center for Professional Ethics
233 Yost Hall
Case Western Reserve University
10900 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44106-7057
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